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 Ballet impresario George Balanchine, ('Mr. B,') decides to throw a gala party, and surround 
himself with attractive, interesting people having a good time. 
 
 What could possibly go wrong? 
 
 His hand-selected guest list indicates a carefree evening.  But each of his guests – the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor, Truman Capote, Cecil Beaton, Marilyn Monroe, Diana Vreeland, Pat Buckley, 
Pamela Churchill, and Robert Maxwell – brings their own drama to his table. As the evening wears on, 
Mr. B's' dinner party more closely resembles grand opera, with lust, jealousy, avarice, obsession and 
revenge,  leading to a startling denouement.   
 
 DINNER AT MR. B's transports readers to l958 New York at the grand juncture of cafe society 
and the jet set for an addictive, no-holds barred, gloves-off tale of a New York City  dinner party like 
no other. 
 
 George Balanchine, fascinating director of The New York City Ballet, began his life in 
revolutionary Russia, escaped to France, and became one of the ballet world's most innovative change 
agents as he created the clean, athletic lines of American ballet.  Tragedy struck when his wife, 
ballerina Tanaquil LeClercq, suddenly was rendered paralyzed by polio.  He took a year off to tend to 
her, before returning to his work.   
 
 “Dinner at Mr. B's” imagines what might have happened next: 
 
 As Balanchine continues to struggle with his wife's fateful illness, his aide suggests he stage a 
lively dinner party to help break the tension and his own sadness. 
 
 Known for his skills of manipulation, Balanchine conjures a guest list to create an exciting 
diversion and a few sparks. “Of course, it helps if there's some preposterousness in the air . . . 
something outrageous or memorable.”  (Diana Vreeland)   
 
 Balanchine is used to dealing with the egos and petty squabbles typical of theater people.  But 
even his well-developed Machiavellian skills are sorely tested by the volatile cast of characters he's put 
together for his summer party. 
 
 ** Mystery guest, the Duke of Windsor and his wife, the Duchess, brittle, but amusing, 
international social butterflies, with more than a passing interest in Nazi Germany, face off with . . . 
 
 ** Robert Maxwell, ruthlessly ambitious Czech publishing magnate, founder of a global crime 
syndicate, future spy for Israel, who develops an unhealthy fixation on . . .     
 
 ** Marilyn Monroe, standing in for her husband, who learns that “fairy dust” and fine wines 
don't mix, thanks to . . . 
 
 



 ** Truman Capote, trouble-making pixie-novelist, whose role-model is fellow homosexual 
fabulist  . . . 
 
 ** Cecil Beaton, fresh from openings of his play, My Fair Lady, and his film, Gigi, who plays 
on the international stage alongside his friend and photographic benefactress  . . . 
 
 ** Diana Vreeland, unsurpassed and uninhibited raconteur and editor of Harper's Bazaar, a 
“Lady Who Lunches,” who aligns against a dinner party intruder with . . . 
 
 ** Pat Buckley, caftan-wearing beauty, bearing the dash and elan of the very wealthy and the 
very clever, wife of conservative bard, William F. Buckley, Jr., who is avoiding intrusive questions 
from  . . . 
 
 ** Pamela Churchill, fresh off the boat from Europe, where a trail of wealthy lovers and their 
cuckolded wives remain, happy she's left. 
 
 As Balanchine's gourmet dinner progresses, each course features a new exquisitely memorable 
wine, while, in the back hall, ad hoc helpings of  Truman's 'fairy dust' add bite.  Tempers flare as 
private lies and inflated egos clash in the early morning hours of a party gone very wrong. 
 
 Setting the final scene in motion, the Duke freely sings his beloved German National Anthem 
offending Robert Maxwell, who loses control, and shoves his wife, the Duchess.  In a marauding 
drunken rage, the mogul next attempts to rape Marilyn Monroe.  The balcony becomes a scene of 
violence and mayhem as the other guests come to her rescue.  The Duchess loses her cool and attacks 
Maxwell, whereupon he hauls off and kicks the almost future King of England's wife. 
 
 One key question remains unanswered as Interpol interviews Balanchine's guests after the party:  
Did the Machiavellian ballet master have a hand in the disastrous results from the very beginning? 
 
 FADE OUT. 
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